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bf ONE OF THE 


- 


FOR THE 


CITY or DUBLIN. 


SIR, 


W | 'Yo UR Situation as a Magiſtrate, your 
4 Knowledge of internal Regulations of the 
City of Dublin, your being the only Re- 
preſentative of this City, to whom the In- 
habitants look up to patroniſe any whole- 
ſome Laws, but above all your having ever 
ſet your Face againſt every Species of Fraud 
and Impoſition practiſed but with too much 
My . Succeſs 


1 


Succeſs in this extenſive City, encourages an 
Individual, who thinks it wholy unneceſſary 
to intrude his Name upon you, to offer his 


Sentiments upon a Subject of ſome Impor- 


tance, if not to the Rich, or to the Affluent, 
at leaſt to the Poor, to the Manufacturer, 
to the Artiſt, and to the middling Claſſes of 
the People in this great Metropolis: I mean 
the Frauds daily committed with Impunity 


by the Bakers. Frauds the more ſeverely |? 


Felt at this particular Seaſon of the Year, 
when the Dearneſs, and the Smallneſs of the 
Bread render it extremely difficult for the 
hard-working Father of a Family to pur- 
chaſe ſufficient to ſatisfy the Hunger of a 
Numerous Offspring. 


Wu ar Man of common Humanity, turn- 
ing his Eyes upon the Poor, that does not 
feel at the preſent Seaſon for the legal Small- 
neſs of the Bread. But what ſhall we ſay of the 
rapacious Extortioner, the harden'd Villian, 
who, not content with the very great Profit 
1 kat | | the 


333 
* 


E 
4 the Law allows him, robs, openly robs the 
Hungry of no ſmall Portion of that Little the 
F Law gives him for his hard earn'd Shilling; 
and this in the open Day before his Face; 
1 and in open Defiance of the Laws of God 


as well as Man. 


„rr e * 
3 5 


N Ir is a well known Fact that the Bakers 
of this City, in every Batch of Bread they 
4 4 bake take care to have a ſmall Parcel, ſmall 
7 is indeed in Compariſon of the Reſt of the 
Hatch, of the legal Weight; which they 
> call Rr READ to have ready as them- 
= | ſelves ſay © To DEFr THE JURY,” while the 
L #2 Reſt of the Batch is all deficient in Weight to 

a a moſt ſerious Degree, ſometimes half a 
Pound, ſometimes three quarters of a Pound, 
often more in a Twelve Penny Loaf, and fo 
in proportion. 


* 


_ Tunis is a general and a conſtant Species 
of open Robbery daily, almoſt hourly com- 
mitted, 


w —— rr ]˙•.—⁰w..̃ A.. 


* 


mitted, openly committed in all Quarters of 0 
the Town ; a Robbery which indeed but + 
little Affects the Rich or the Great whoſe 
Affluence places them beyond the Reach of 
Hunger ; but which Preſſes moſt ſeverely 
upon the Poor; and is even ſtrongly felt by 
thoſe in a middling Station in Life. Ay, but 
is not Light Bread ſeizable—do not the Jury 
and Magiſtrates conſtantly viſit ſome Part or 
other of the City do they not frequently 
ſeize Bread deficient in Weight—true, but 
with what little Effect to remedy the Griev- 
ance, let every Days Experience demon- 
ſtrate. - How do the Bakers manage to evade 1 
their Scrutiny : I have not had a full View be- 
hind their Curtain; but ſome ſtrong Glimpſes + 
have diſcovered enough of their Villiany : 

they take care to EXPOSE the Bread of legal 
Weight, but they take care to SLZ the Light 
Bread—the Inner Part of the Shop is fill'd 
with Light Bread—the Light Bread is con- 
ceal'd in various Parts of the Houſe untill the 


5 actual 


2 


4 Hors has gone round, but the grand ee 
tory for the light Bread is the Bake-houſe; 
5 hich is a Place never viſited by any Jury, 
y or any Perſon whatever having Authority to 
y "ſeize Light Bread. When the Jury comes, 
it che Bread of due Weight appears before 
them in the Shop; upon weighing it they 
are ſatisfied, and go off. Immediately this 
RT BREAD,” as it is call'd is removed, 
and the whole Shop inſtantly filled with 
4 light Bread: As a Viſit is not again to be 
2 expected for a conſiderable length of Time. 
: And thus do a few Loaves of the due Weight 
4 effectually cover the immenſe Quantities of 
light Bread almoſt hourly baked by all the 
bl Bakers in this wide extended City. 


Tur the Bakers ſupply the Huckſters 
round about the City with light Bread is 
| alſo a Fact but too well known : 1 repeat it as 
a well Known Fact, that they ſupply them with 
light Bread. The Huckſter never even ex- 
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[ 10 ] 
pects Bread of due Weight from the Baker, 


for what is the actual invariable Agreement 


at this Moment ſubſiſting between all the 
Huckers and the Bakers throughout this 
City.—“ I will give you ſays the Baker one 
« Shilling in the Pound for ſelling my 
« Bread ; if it ſhould be ſeized from you 
« I will indemnify you.” 251 


Among che Huxters, thoſe in general 


that ſell the moſt Bread live in the Sub- 
urbs, or at ſuch a Diſtance that a Jury but 1 


ſeldom viſits them; nay, cannot often viſit 


them: if they ſhould happen now and 4 
then to be viſited the Bread is not ſeen, or 


if perchance a Loaf or two ſhould be ſeized 
tis but a trifling petty Loſs to happen per- 


chance once in a Moon, perchance not once 


in the Quarter to each Baker. 


WIL any! Man of common Senſe ſay chat 


ſuch a trifling caſual Loſs, which but ſeldom 


happens to each Baker, and which trifling 


as it is, the Dexterity of the Baker or the 


5 Huxter 


| the ſame thing not expecting! it to be heavy; 


| 1 
4 uxter long evades; will any Man who but 
| [thinks for a Moment pretend to ſay, that 
9 duch a Chance of ſo petty a Mulet is a Pu- 
. | miſhment to the Baker equal to the Enor- 
ity of the crime : or that it gives a Check 
ſufficient to put a Stop to ſuch a Profitable 
i raud. Such a ſuppoſition is an Inſult to 
þ ommon : Underſtanding, and unleſs it 
_ a Check ſufficient to put a Stop to the 
Fraud 'tis but a Mockery to reſort to it. 
| o Sir, the very Bakers themſelves laugh 
Far it ; they conſider it as a kind of trifling 
[ir iſque in Trade, which is wholly overlooked 
J in the Immenſity of the illicit Profit : nay, 
for which the light Bread of the very next 


4 Batch will n them Wale, Twenty 


r old. 


AT a ſuperficial View it might be looked 
upon as a ſingular Aſſertion to ſay that the 
FE takes Bread from the. Baker to {ell 
Fagain knowing it to be light, or which 1s 


but 


—y— ISSETY — 


1 
but the Aſſertion is ſtrictly warranted by 
the Fact. Yes, but how does the Huxter, | 
ſays the ſame ſuperficial Obſerver, expect to 
fell that Bread which he believes to be 
light; to anſwer which we muſt open a 
new Scene, -and take a View of the Poor, the 
unforturate Dealing between the Wife of 
the laborious Artificer and the repacious 
Huxter ; the former, not having a ſingle 
Halfpenny of ready Money all the week ö 
long, is forced to get every thing her Family 
wants on a weekly Credit from the Huxter, 4 
and happy if her Huſband's Labour will on ? 
Saturday bring her in Money ſufficient to pay 
off what every weekly Score the Huxter will 
have chalked on her Board. The Huxter 
taking Advantage of the others total Incapa- 
city of purchaſing for ready Money, chrea- 
tens inſtantly to ſtop her. Credit if ſhe mur- 
lf | murs at her Goods, or her Prices: ſuch al 
Threat, if carried into Execution, would i 
| | almoſt ſtarve the unfortunate Woman and 
| | her Family: ſhe is forced to ſubmit, and j 

| | 8 glad | 
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1 
glad to take her Coals by a falſe Meaſure, 


and at an exorbitant Price; her Milk, her 
Butter, her Potatoes, her BRENAD, the is glad 


to get, let the Quality be ever ſo indifferent 


or the Quantity ever ſo deficient: and not 
one of them but well knows that the Bread 
in particular is always light; yet they muſt 
take it or their Family be without Bread 
for the Week. Thus does the Huxter diſ- 
poſe of Light Bread for the Baker with as 
much Eaſe as if it was of due Weight. And 
if a Loaf or two ſhould accidentally be 
ſeized from her once in a Moon, it is no 
Loſs to her; the Baker is by Agreement to 
indemnify her: and the Liglit Bread of 


perhaps that Morning's Batch repays the 


Baker for the petty Loſs twenty times over. 


Tavs is the iniquitous Trade carried on 
through all its Branches with Impunity, in 
open Defiance of every Law Human and 
Divine : and though the Bakers may now 

| almoſt 


1 

almoſt plead a preſcriptive Right to it, yet the 
length of Time they have been in the peace- 
able Poſſeſſion of their Iniquity calls but the 
louder for the ſtrong Arm of the Law to 
cut it up by the Roots. Vain is every puny 
Effort ; and nothing but a Law, or a Regu- 


lation that will ſtrike at the Foundation, can 
ever overturn a Superſtructure that Time 
and barefaced Villany have but too firmly 


erected. 


| If you complain to the Bakers themſelves 
| of it, or pretend to Reaſon with them about 
it, inſtead of being aſhamed of it, it is ten 
to one but you get yourſelf abuſed by 
them. A Friend of mine ſome time ago 
ſent for a Twelvepenny Houſhold Loaf, it 
had fo very ſmall an Appearance that he was 
tempted to ſend it out to a neighbouring 
Shop to be weighed, it wanted 13 Ounces ; 
he immediately ſent his little Boy back 
with it to the Bakers, but the only Satis- 
faction 
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3 fac tion he got, was to have the little Boy 


beat out of the Shop, and the Loaf thrown 
out after him. Not having Money, Time, 
or Inclination to go to Law, he was forced 
to fit down, diſtribute the Loaf among his 
| children, and put up with the Treatment 


| his Boy had got. 


Bur we are not to ſappoſe the Bakers al- 


4 12 ſuch Novices, or ſo fool-hardy as 


to venture to fel light Bread to thoſe who 
Fu it in their Power, or who would be 
7 likety not to let it paſs unpuniſhed. In 
general they know their Cuſtomers, at leaſt 
* know the Servants of the better Kind 
of People that conſtantly deal at their Shop. 


1 LY an active Magiſtrate, or an Inde- 
] dent Public ſpirited Man who on all 
" Occaſions ſets his Face againſt Fraud 


and Extortion, who has it in his Power, as 
well as Inclination, ſeverly to Puniſ them. 
| Suppot ſuch a Man (and they fear no other) 

B to 


[ 16 ] 


to live in their Neighbourhood, and to 


deal at their Shop. Will they fend him 
Light Bread-—No Sir, to diſtinguiſh be- 


tween their Cuſtomers is a part of their 
Trade; and for this purpoſe the“ Fuzr 
BRAD“ ſerves them moſt admirably. Aſto- 


niſhing are the good effects that reſult from 


* Foxr BREAD, it effectually covers all the 


Light Bread, it blinds the eyes of the Ma- 5 


giſtrate, and it makes the Independent Pub- 
Tic ſpirited Man turn a deaf Ear to the com- 


plaints againſt Bakers, having daily, as he 
thinks, occular Demonſtration of the falſity 


of the charge. 


Bor the Rich and the Great, who are 


above what appears to them ſuch low con- 


cerns, are either wholly ignorant of this 


Fraud, or if they happen to be acquainted 


with it, it is but a Trifle to them, their 
Riches ſecures them againſt feeling it, and 


it is therefore not worth their while to at- 
| tend 
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tend to it. The middling, and Mercantile 
claſſes of the People think it better for them to 
put up with the Loſs, than to give up their 


Time from more profitable Purſuits, and to 
lay out their Money in the Public proſecu- 
tion of Bakers; and the Poor, the Mechanic 
and the Tradeſman, by whom the infamous 
Practice is moſt ſeverely felt, have neither 
the Money, the Time, the Means, or the 
Knowledge of the proper Mode to purſue to 
bring thoſe open Robbers to Puniſhment. 
In this manner have the Bakers hitherto 
eſcaped with impunity: and ſtill muſt eſcape, 
unleſs ſome vigorous Meaſures be adopted 
that will tend totally to eradicate the Miſ- 
chief; or at leaſt until ſome ſuch Examples 
are made that others will fear to Offend. 


I Have had many converſations with 
ſeveral People on this Subject, and have 
heard ſeveral Modes of Regulation, as well 


as of Puniſhment mentioned, ſome of 
B 2 which 


1 18 1 


which I cannot but think would be of 
infinite ſervice in this Metropolis if they 


ſhould be adopted: one I ſhall now men- 


tion, which though it will not totally 
eradicate the Evil, yet will ſtrongly tend 
to it. It is not a viſionary unpracticable 
Idea of mine, but has been long ſince ac- 
tually adopted, and the good Policy of it 
confirmed by many years experience in a 
rich and flouriſhing trading City, the ſecond 
in this Kingdom; a City remarkable for the 
good and ſalutary Regulations of its Inter- 
nal Police: there the Mayor, who it ſhould 
ſeem is armed with more Authority in his 
Juriſdiction than the Lord Mayor is here, 
or at leaſt exerts himſelf with more Effect, 
actually prohibits any Huxter, or any Per- 
ſon whatever except a regiſtered Baker from 
ſelling Bread under very ſevere Penalties; 
ſo ſevere that but few, if any, have been 


hitherto found hardy, enough to Tranſ- | 
greſs. This at once cuts off one principal | 


branch 
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1 branch of the iniquitous Dealing in Light 
Bread: and that particular Branch too 
1 which is not only the moſt extenſive, but 
9 if poſſible the moſt Corrupt ; and the 
n 2 corruptions of which can be the leaſt 
ö guarded againſt. Whether the adoption 
of ſuch a Regulation would not anſwer the 
L ſame End here, is ſubmitted to your Wiſ- 
4 dom and Experience. 


Wx the Bakers thus cut off from the 
4 iniquitous Aſſiſtance of the rapacious Hux- 
2 ter, and no Perſon whatever except regiſtered 
b Bakers permitted, on any Account, to ſell 
4 Bread, the whole Attention of the Magiſ- 
4 trate could be the eaſier turned againſt the 
f immediate Frauds of the Bakers themſelves; 
and there indeed I fear that nothing but 
many and repeated Examples of ſome ſeve- 
rity could totally eradicate an Evil, that has 
taken deep Root, has long flouriſhed, and 
which the Bakers by being long in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of, have almoſt brought themſelves 


to 


4 
4 
3 


* 
1 


1 
to believe is their abſolute Right, as a part 


of the Profits of their Trade. 


Bur I would not to be underſtood as 


wiſhing at once to proceed to ſevere mea- 


ſures, on the contrary I think the ſteps to 
ſeverity ought to be Gradual, and Slow, and 
nothing but the daring and continued perſiſt- 


ance of the not to be reclaimed Robber of the 


Poor and the Public ſhould at length call in 


ſeverity as the dernier reſort; and then 


the barefaced Villain ſhould be held out as 


an example in Terrorem to his Brothers in 
Iniquitꝝy. 


Tuovcnh it is not eaſily conceiveable, 
that men can be induced by lenient Mea- 
ſures to relinquiſh an Iniquitous Fraud 
which they have thrived and grown Gray 
in the Practice of, yet as Humanity dictates 
that every lenient Meaſure ought firſt to be 
tried, I beg to ſuggeſt one abſolutely Neceſ- 
ſary Regulation upon which I have had the 

Opinion 
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Opinion of many who have ſeriouſly con- 


: ſidered the Subject; and that is, that every 


WA” 7 


Baker, ſhould be obliged under a ſevere 
4 Penalty, to keep a pair of Scales of a pro- 


1 per ſize conſtantly hung in his Shop, ſo as 


| to reſt upon the part of the Counter moſt 
$ convenient to the Buyer, and alſo to keep 
1 Weights of the proper denominations, duly 
ſealed by the Seals Maſter; which Weights, 
4 and Scales, to be once a week at leaſt in- 
; ſpected by the Jury, and a very ſevere 
ö Penalty impoſed upon the keeping a falſe 
Balance, falſe Weights, or two ſets of 
Weights. The Baker ſhould be obliged 
j to weigh 1n thoſe Scales, and in the pre- 
; ſence of the Buyer, every Loaf whatever 
| that he Sells, whether required to do ſo by 
3 the Buyer or not, under a Penalty of Five 
Pounds for every offence, to be given to the 
Poor of the Pariſh he reſides in. The Baker 
4 ſhould not only be obliged to weigh the 
j Loaf for the Buyer, in his preſence, but 
2 alſo to permit the Buyer, if he chooſes, it 


weight 


of ſalſe Balance would be thereby diſco- 


„ 
weigh the Loaf himſelf in the Baker's 


Scales, and to change the Weight and Bread 
from one Scale to another, as the Deceptions 


vered. By theſe means the Baker could not 
poſſibly vend Light Bread with the eaſe he 
does at preſent; and he could not ſurely, 
with any colour of Reaſon, conſider it as 
the ſmalleſt Hardſhip to be obliged to keep 1 
Weights and Scales, ſince every Shopkeeper 
of every other Denomination that ſells by 
weight cheerfully ſubmits to a ſimilar Re- 
gulation. 


Tu Ar this Regulation wou'd infinitely 
ſerve the Public of this Metropolis, cannot 4 
be donbted, without any bad Conſequence 
or the ſmalleſt ſeverity or — reſult- 
ing from 3 it. 


NoTwiTHSTANDING this, the Jury or 
the Magiſtrates ſhould not ſlacken their 
Vigilance, and . and ſhould the 
Bakers 


2 
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's Bakers ſtill perſiſt, and Light-Bread ſhould 
d afterwards be diſcovered in their Shops, 
8 L their inner Rooms, their Bake-Houſes, or 
- elſe where in their Power or Poſſeſſion, 
they ought to be Puniſhed, not by a con- 
e [ fiſcation of the Bread, which the experi- 
"3 ence of Ages has fully ſhown to be inef- 
| J fectual; but by a Fine of five Pounds for 
} the firſt Offence, to be inſtantly levy'd by 
L the Jury, or the Magiſtrate, and handed 
over to the Poor of the Pariſh the Baker 
, lives in. This would by no means be ſe- 
| vere, nor would a leſs Fine be any way 
effectual to make them relinquiſh a ſpe- 
| 4 cies of Villainy, they have grown old in 
J the Practice of. But if the Bakers ſhould 
| ſtill perſiſt, and in utter defiance, ſtill con- 
tinue to rob the poor Mechanic of his mi- 
ſerable Morſel, the Fine for the ſecond Of- 

fence, ſhould be ten Pounds. If nothing 
ö cou'd conquer their villainous Determina- 
tion of living by open Robbery ; yet ſtill 
the Magiſtrates might be inclin'd the third 
1 | ume 
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time to let them eſcape by a fine of twenty 
Pounds. It is hardly poſſible to conceive 
that this wou'd not at length actually 


root out the Evil. 


Bur if hue all a Baker cou'd ſtill be 
found harden'd enough to bid Defiance to 


Law, Religion, and Morality, and to per- 
ſiſt in his Iniquity, he might truly be pro- 


nounc'd Incorrigable; and nothing cou'd 


have any effect upon him, except the 
Pillory, upon which he ought to be exhi- 
bited: and many are the good Effects that 
have proceeded from ſuch an Exhibition. 
If after coming down from the Pillory, he 


cou'd ſtill have the harden'd wickedneſs 


of continuing to rob the wretched and 
the Poor ; nothing whatever in nature cou'd 
reclaim him, and he ought to be tranſ- 
ported from the Kingdom, as unfit ta 
reſide in the Community. 
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Bor cheſe are lengths, which though 


4 ' they ought in the contemplation of the 
4 Law to be provided for, yet cou'd ſcarcely 
[ ever happen, as the greateſt Rogue of 
them all, when puniſhed pretty ſmartly 


3 come, cut up by the Roots that moſt ini- 
1 quitous ſpecies of Robbery, that has grown 
to ſuch a Height in this City: which how 
devoutly it is to be wiſhed for, can only 
L be known to thoſe who have Eyes to ſee, 
q and Hearts to commiſerate the Sufferings, 


the Hardſhips, the Diſtreſſes, and the Hun- 
f ger of the Poor. 


Ik 
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WHETHER power be already veſted in 


q the Magiſtrates of this City, adequate to 
3 theſe Purpoſes, is not for me to determine z 
3 but if any Perſons be veſted with any ſuch 
powers, it is extremely criminal in them, 
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not to put them in Execution — but if ſuffi- Þ 
cient Powers for the Purpoſe be not any 


where veſted, you Sir, to whom this City 


looks up as its virtuous Repreſentative in 0 
che Senate of the Nation, could not do a 
better, or a more Humane Act, to ſerve 
the Inhabitants of this City, particularly b- 
the poorer Claſſes, than to bring a Bill into 
the next Seſſion of Parliament, © for the 2 
better Regulation of the Baking Trade 1 
« of the City of Dublin, and for the more 
« Effectually preventing the Frauds com- 5 
„ mitted by the Bakers.” Which Bill, 
when formed, and matured by your Know- 
tedge and Experience, and Digeſted by the q 
Wiſdom of Parliament, will, I make no 
Doubt, Effectually do away this enormous 3 
Grievance. But this I beg leave again to 3 
mention, that no temporiſing Expedients, F 
no puny Puniſhments, or Regulations, that 3 
can be eafily Evaded, nothing but what 
will Effectually ſtrike at the very Root of 1 
the 
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4 very Friend to the Aab ens 0 of the City 
of Dublin, as well as of every 


FRIEND To HUMANITY. 
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for Mulet, read Mulct. 
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Page 5. line 2. after of, read the.—Page 1 1,1 
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